The Plantlife of Ratho 


Bedstraws etc (Rubiaceae: Gallium, Sherardia, Cruciata) * 2021-07-24 


Crosswort - Frequent, such as canalside near the Moorings. 


Yellow flowers with broad leaves (right). 


Cruciata laevipes 


Lady's Bedstraw - Frequent. 


Yellow flowers with narrow leaves (see inset below). 
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Galium verum ssp verum 





Field Madder - Newbridge Roundabout, Easter Norton metal rail bridge. 


Lilac flowers, rather pointy leaves. A small spreading plant. 
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Sherardia arvensis 


Cleavers = Stickyweed - Common; the familiar clingy plant Known by many names. 


Hairs are hooked so that all parts stick to clothing. 


Galium aparine 











Woodruff - Patchy: gardens, steps to Norton Woods, Canal bank nr East Croft, Ratho Station, 
Linburn Wood, Cycle Path & Pepper Wood nr Kirkliston, Almondell Country Park, Linhouse. 


Low with many long leaves, it forms wide carpets. 
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Galium odoratum 


Heath Bedstraw - Newbridge, Kaimes Ridge, Craigie Hill, Calder Wood, Linhouse. 

















Galium saxatile 
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It is the hybrid between Hedge and Lady's Bedstraws. 


Freelands Way, Old Norton Quarry field, Cra 
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Forms large clouds of white flowers, the leaves sizeable and lax-feeling. 


Hedge Bedstraw - Frequent 
also an occurrence on Ratho Park Road. 
Hybrid Bedstraw - Craigpark. 


Galium mollugo 
Galium x pomeranicum 





Marsh Bedstraw - Canalside sometimes (nr Walled Garden, Clifton), Kierhill Pond (beside 
Paintball). 


Leaf whorls have few (4-5) leaves, the plant is often rather spindly and scrambling. Likes very moist areas. 




















Galium palustre 


